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Annette Förster: Folter als Menschenwürde- und mehrfache  
Menschenrechtsverletzung mit Gravitationswirkung
In response to terrorist attacks on the United States on September 11 2001 and sub-
sequent attacks in European cities, a new balance between liberty and security has been 
called for; to enable the state to counter terrrorist threats, civil liberties have to be re-
stricted. A prominent example is the discourse on the legitimisation of torture in de-
mocracies such as Germany or the US. A discussion on a possible legitimacy of torture 
has to consider possible effects of weakening the ban on torture. The article argues 
that, first, torture violates several human rights, both directly during torture and in-
directly in its context. Second, state torture affects the legal order and the basic norms 
it is built on, which are subject to the gravitational force of the torture prohibition. 
This argument is elaborated on the basis of Jeremy Waldron’s concept of torture as a 
legal archetyp.

Janina Heaphy: Die Legitimität gezielter Tötungen im Wandel. Der  
Einfluss der US-Drohnenpolitik auf deutsche Menschenrechts- und 
Sicherheitsdebatten
The use of drones for targeted killings has become a central element of U.S. security
policy since the onset of the ‘War on Terror’. This practice has not only sparked deba-
tes surrounding international law and human rights but has also significantly shaped 
the security policy discourse in Europe. Although European states initially voices strong 
criticism regarding the legitimacy of targeted killings, recent developments reveal a 
growing alignment between European security policies and the U.S. doctrine. This 
article examines how U.S. drone policy has influenced human rights and security 
discourses in Germany. It demonstrates that between 2010 and 2022, the German 
discourse on targeted killings has undergone significant shifts. While Germany has 
historically maintained a critical perspective, its security debate has increasingly adop-
ted a pragmatic orientation. The article contends that U.S. drone policy has played a 
key role in triggering this transformation, particularly in the initial stages, profound-
ly impacting German debates on human rights and security. Although human rights 
concerns continue to be relevant, security interest have increasingly come to the fore-
front amid emerging conflicts and growing political uncertainties.
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Ana Paula De Carvalho Oliveira: Human Rights-Based Strategies for 
Combating Organized Crime
The disconnect between crime control and human rights frameworks has undermined 
efforts to address organized crime, while fulfilling human rights obligations and tack-
ling its structural drivers, such as inequality, discrimination, and corruption. States’ 
failure to control criminal groups and violence has severely impacted the rights to life, 
liberty, security, and justice. Often, state responses worsen these violations through 
arbitrary detention, extrajudicial killings, and excessive force, fuelling cycles of violence 
and impunity.Drawing on Latin American examples and a review of literature, legal 
frameworks, and civil society reports, this article explores how integrating human rights 
can strengthen responses to crime, reconnecting crime prevention and human rights. 
It argues that the failure to mutually integrate these frameworks results in ineffective 
responses and persistent violence. It proposes an approach that goes beyond punitive 
models, prioritizing economic, social, and cultural rights and strengthening access to 
justice – ultimately tackling the root causes of vulnerability and exclusion.

Tjarda Tiedeken: Kriminalisierung der Klimabewegung – Gefahren für 
die Rechtsstaatlichkeit 
Since 2020/2021 German climate activists have made repeated appearances with 
various high-profile actions. The best known are probably sit-in blockades, during 
which activists glue themselves to the road. German criminal courts almost uniform-
ly classify these blockades as punishable coercion and political actors criticize protest-
ers in many respects. However, not only these activists but rather the entire climate 
movement faces state rejection. This article presents reactions of German state officials 
and institutions to the protest movement (1) and offers reflections on the dangers that 
criminalization of protest can pose to the rule of law (2).

Axel Dessecker: Sicherungsverwahrung und Menschenrechte
Post-sentence preventive detention is a long-term custodial sanction under criminal 
law that can be found in the national legal systems of Germany and other countries. 
German law is based on the assumption that this is a measure subject to different 
rules than imprisonment. By contrast, the international debate tends to emphasise the 
similarities between the two sanctions, both of which are implemented in prisons. This 
also applies to the case law of the European Court of Human Rights.
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Georgios Terizakis und Vincent Knopp: Menschenrechte und die poli-
tischen Ideen im Diskurs der extremen Rechten. Herausforderungen 
für die Menschenrechtsbildung der Polizei
This article deals with the effects of the rise of the far-right and its effects on human 
rights education in the police. Based on data from a research project, the article exa-
mines the topic of human rights protection from the perspective of police training. 
Far-right worldviews and the background assumptions linked to them are quite effec-
tive – so are the political strategies pursued by these actors. In essence, the oscillation 
of these actors between relativization and rejection of the political ideas associated with 
the universal-liberal human rights discourse will be traced. For these actors, it is crucial 
that engaging with and criticizing this discourse opens up an opportunity to normalize 
their own political ideas through pre-political discourses. This influence becomes 
tangible when looking at the internet strategies of the far-right.

Christiane Schulz: Unternehmerische Sorgfaltspflichten in Kontexten 
von organisierter Kriminalität und Korruption: Bergbau in Mexiko 
This study examines the human rights challenges confronted by the Luxembourg-based 
steel company Ternium S.A. in the context of its mining activities in the Mexican 
state of Michoacán. The company operates in a complex environment characterised by 
extreme violence and impunity. As a concession holder, Ternium S.A. is obligated by 
Mexican mining legislation to engage in negotiations with landowners regarding the 
use of their land. The article describes the development of the company’s activities and 
the negotiation processes with the affected comunity. Due to the high level of violence 
and impunity landowners are hindered of organising themselves. Consecuently their  
capacity for negotiations with the company is severely limited. Finally, it discusses 
the extent to which Ternium has fulfilled its corporate due diligence obligations in 
this context.
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