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Matthias Mahlmann: Wege aus der Menschenverachtung.  
Die Geschichte der Menschenrechte im Gewebe der Menschen-
rechtstheorie
In the present, human rights are violated with a new ruthlessness. The idea of human 
rights is also criticized from different theoretical perspectives. Against this background, 
the essay attempts to outline fundamental elements of a theory of human rights that 
matters ethically, legally, politically and culturally. The history of human rights, as well 
as conceptual analysis, normative theory and the findings of moral psychology are 
supporting pillars of a justification of human rights that fulfils its universalist claims. 
There are, therefore, no good reasons to abandon the struggle against new practices of 
contempt for humanity.

Franziska Dübgen: Über die transkulturellen Wurzeln der Menschen-
rechte. Paulin Hountondjis Werk im Kontext der afrikanischen  
Philosophie
The article discusses human rights as a transcultural achievement in the context of 
African philosophy, with particular reference to the work of philosopher Paulin Jidenu 
Hountondji. Hountondji argues that human rights are not exclusively Western in  
rigin, but are based on universal values that have manifested themselves in every  
society through social struggles against oppression and humiliation. He advocates a 
transcultural universalism that rejects the universalism of the colonial era and takes 
into account the diversity of historical experiences and perspectives. The author dis-
cusses Hountondji’s approach in dialogue with debates on universalism and particu-
larism in African philosophy, particularly regarding the influential works of Kwasi 
Wiredu, Henry Odera Oruka and Kwame Gyekye. Finally, the article pleads for a 
transcultural, practically oriented philosophy that can contribute to the resolution of 
contemporary global crises and conflicts.

Thomas Bedorf: Universalismen und Universalität in Politischer  
Philosophie und Bildungsphilosophie
This article explores the question of how the universality of the human right to edu-
cation can be justified considering the historical and cultural contingency of educa-
tional concepts. What kind of ‘education’ is considered a human right? And how can 
its universality be asserted? With the help of the conceptual differentiation between 
universalism, universality, and universalization, the article discusses why criticism of 
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imperial universalisms from the field of postcolonial studies does not necessarily lead 
to a rejection of the universality of human rights (to education). It is therefore still 
possible and necessary to adhere to an emancipatory definition of education and to 
aim for the universalization of this human right in a dialogical process.

Dominik Herzner and Florian Köhler: Die Zwölf Memminger Bauern-
artikel als Gegenstand politisch-historischer Menschenrechtsbildung: 
Universalismus, Prozesshaftigkeit und mediale Öffentlichkeit 
This paper explores the Twelve Articles of 1525 as a historical source for political and 
historical human rights education. It shows how this document can be used to devel-
op an understanding of human rights origins. Based on their historical contextualiza-
tion as an expression of a turning point in history, the demands of the articles are linked 
with subject-specific discourses on human rights education. The focus is on the didac-
tic consideration of three approaches: the discussion of claims to universal validity 
(4.1), of processuality (4.2), and of the significance of media publicity for the articu-
lation of demands for freedom (4.3). This suggests a way of using the historical exam-
ple as a learning opportunity for the moral, legal-political, and communicative dimen-
sions of human rights.

Aleida Assmann: Die Menschenrechte im Spiegel historischen  
Wandels und gesellschaftlicher Erfahrungen
Human rights have emerged out of historical processes marked by social transforma-
tions and crises. Drawing on examples of historical and contemporary experiences of 
injustice, the essay shows aspects of these processes and highlights the role of emotions 
and political narratives therein. It further demonstrates that the protection of human 
rights is tied in a reciprocal relationship to human obligations, that is, mutual respect 
and care, within society. In this vein, the essay closes with an argument for empathy 
as the basic concept of a new political culture.
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Gerhard Luf: Die religiöse Freiheit und der Rechtscharakter der  
Menschenrechte. Überlegungen zur normativen Genese und Struktur 
der Religionsfreiheit
Closely intertwined with the history of occidental Europe, the normative genesis of 
religious freedom unfolds from a praxis of political tolerance towards a positive human 
right, obligating the state to provide for the material conditions of religious freedom. 
The essay shows that the normative principle at the base of the contemporary concep-
tion of religious freedom is a communicative understanding of freedom which encom-
passes the dimension of mutual recognition. Hence, the often-articulated critiques of 
the human right to religious freedom as being liberalistic-individualist and promoting 
a secularism hostile towards religion are misleading, if they are directed towards its 
fundamental normative character. However, such critiques alert to the necessity that 
state provisions which aim to guarantee religious freedom must always be measured 
against the ideal of communicative freedom.

Arnd Pollmann: Im Westen nichts Neues? Über aktuelle Abgesänge 
auf vermeintlich abendländische Werte 
Human rights, human dignity, freedom, equality, democracy, diversity, the rule of law, 
separation of powers: for a long time, many believed that the realization of these ideas, 
often referred to as “Western,” would happen automatically in the course of historical 
progress. Instead, it has always been a politically contested project that could fail at any 
time in the face of authoritarian resistance. In view of the crises and wars of our time, 
there is no reason for Western arrogance or for malicious swan songs to this hard-won 
heritage. If the so-called West wants to take on a unique responsibility here, then it  
is this: In critically reflecting on its own history of violence and, at the same time, 
on the abuse of these ideas, a fragile civilizational legacy becomes apparent that must 
be vigorously defended. Currently, the focus is primarily on Ukraine and Gaza, but 
at the same time on the by no means merely Western, but universal question of how 
human beings want to live and be governed as human beings – and how they do not.

Stefan Weyers: Werte und Wertebildung zwischen Widerfahrnis, 
Artikulation und Reflexion
One of the key objectives of human rights education is to impart values such as 
freedom, equality and dignity; however, many appeals and concepts for imparting 
values pay little attention to the conditions involved in developing value orientations. 
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Following Charles Taylor and socialisation research, among others, this article argues 
that values cannot simply be chosen or imparted, as value attachments depend on 
affectively significant experiences within a socio-cultural value horizon. In the process 
of their articulation, however, values can be strengthened, modified or rejected. Based 
on qualitative studies on the biographical genesis of value orientations, the article 
concludes by discussing the opportunities, ambivalences and limitations of values 
education and its implications for human rights education.

Sören Torrau: Das Recht auf Menschenrechtsbildung als „living 
instrument“. Zur Genese menschenrechtsdidaktischer Ideen im Werk 
Michael Krennerichs 
This article explores didactic approaches to human rights in the work of human 
rights scholar and zfmr-editor Michael Krennerich. Using a case study from social 
science education, the article reconstructs three tasks and principles: contextualizing 
human rights between local embeddedness and universal claims, designing learning 
pathways specific to human rights, and encouraging young people to participate in 
shaping society. The article concludes with a plea to understand human rights as “living 
instruments” for modelling teaching and learning processes.


